Biligiri Rangaswamy Temple Wildlife Sanctuary (BRT WLS) is located in the middle of the bridge between Eastern and Western Ghats. There are about 245 birds in the Sanctuary. The present study was aimed to determine birds in various macrohabitats in BRT WLS. Birds were monitored and censused during different seasons for 18 months using transects that were laid in different vegetation types. Twenty-eight species were newly recorded in the Sanctuary out of which 15 are water birds.
Introduction
Altitude ranges from 600 to 1800m. Temperature ranges from 10 0 to 25 0 C and rainfall is around 600mm at the base and 3000mm at hilltop per year. This wide range of climatic conditions along with the altitude variations within the small area of the Sanctuary have translated it into a highly heterogeneous forest vegetation types -scrub, deciduous, riparian, evergreen, sholas and grasslands.
The BRTWLS is inhabited by indigenous people called Soligas. These tribes were hunter-gatherers and used to practice shifting cultivation. Although the area was declared a Wildlife Sanctuary, collection of non-timber forest products (NTFP) is still carried out.
BRTWLS is very rich in flora and fauna. There are about 1200 species of angiosperms (Ganesan & Vanaraj, unpublished) and 245 species of birds. Apart from these, this area harbours 150 species of butterflies (Aravind & Dinesh, in prep.) and 35 species of mammals, which includes endangered species like the Indian Tiger (Panthera tigris), Asian Elephant (Elephas maximus), Four-horned Antelope (Tetraceros quadricornis), etc.
The aim of our study was to ascertain the nature of bird assemblages in various macrohabitat types in and around BRTWLS, which is an offshoot of the main Western Ghats and is the eastern most extension of the Ghats. This unique extension of Western Ghats constitutes a live bridge between the Eastern Ghats and Western Ghats with the BRTWLS located almost in the middle of this bridge. Thus the biota of BRTWLS is expected to be similar to that of Western Ghats with a significant proportion of Eastern Ghats elements as well.
It is the only large patch of forest left outside the main Western Ghats. The entire spectrum of macro habitats is represented within the 540km 2 of the reserve. The extent of the major vegetation within the reserve has also been worked out (Ramesh, 1989) . Deciduous (moist and dry) comprises about 61.1 per cent, scrub 28.2 per cent, and grassland about 3.4 per cent. Higher elevation areas are characterized by evergreen (6.5%) and high altitude sholas (0.8%) (Ramesh, 1989) .
There are several records on the avifauna of BRT WLS by Morris (1939) , Ali (1942a,b; 1943a,b,c) , Srinivasa et al. (1997) , and Jayadeva (pers. comm.). Since Ali's report, there have been additions to the bird list by Morris (1927 Morris ( , 1939 , Baskaran (1992) and Karthikeyan et al. (1995) . We recorded further additions to the bird list as part of an ongoing project on bird and butterfly diversity in BRT Wildlife Sanctuary. 
Methodology
We have been monitoring bird diversity in and around the Sanctuary since August 1998. A series of transects were laid in every vegetation type of the Sanctuary and birds were censused over different seasons. Birds were recorded in the major vegetation types as well as in water bodies, human habitations and agro-ecosystems for 18 months. Apart from this, chance encounters were also recorded, along with the habitat in which they were observed. All identifications are based on Ali and Ripley (1983, 1995) . Scientific names and taxonomic classification is after Inskipp et al. (1996) .
Results
A total of 245 species of birds have been recorded in the Sanctuary till date. We have added 28 species to the existing list of 215 compiled by Srinivasa et al. (1998) . This study, which covered the entire Sanctuary, recorded a total of 229 species.
While the other studies were conducted in only a few areas of the Sanctuary, we covered a large area, including the three newly constructed reservoirs (in the 1970s). These reservoirs have subsequently attracted a large number of water birds. Out of 28 newly recorded species, 15 are water birds.
Apart from the area covered, we surveyed for 18 months as opposed to Srinivasa et al. (1998) Common names used in this table follow Manakadan et al. (1998) . Scientific names are after Inskipp et al. (1996) . 
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